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The bestsellers of the French Revolution, or, Why sentimentality
dominated the revolutionary stage: four case studies (la mere coupable,
le deserteur, fenelon, and les deux petits savoyards) -- Revolutionary
tableaux: Diderot, David, and the sentimental frame of politics --
Sentimental vows and the affective bonds of social contract: national
and private theatricals in Collot d'Herbois's La famille patriote --

Virtue's proofs: Pamela on stage and on trial during the terror --
Virtuous citizen, suffering father: Voltaire's Brutus and the
sentimentalization of political tragedy -- Acting revolution: Talma and
the sentimental body.

Smoothly blending performance theory, literary analysis and historical
insights, Cecilia Feilla explores the mutually dependent discourses of
feeling and politics and their impact on the theatre and theatre
audiences during the French Revolution. Providing close readings of
texts by, among others, Denis Diderot, Collot d'Herbois and Voltaire,
Feilla maps the ways in which continuities and innovations in the
theatre from 1760 to 1800 set the stage for the Nineteenth-Century.






