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American manufacturing has been on the decline for at least two
generations. That fact is plain to any observer who travels through the
Rust Belt of the Midwest, where the closing of steel plants and
automobile factories has created ghost towns that dot the landscape. It
is also clear from the dormant New England textile mills, whose owners
surrendered their production first to cheaper mills in the Southeast
before they, in turn, lost out to Asian labor. What caused this calamity,
and what can be done about it?. Andrew O. Smith argues that we lost
our manufacturing not simply to forces beyond
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