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This book explores the dynamics of small-scale societies in the ancient
Near East by examining the ways in which particular communities
functioned and interacted and by moving beyond the broad neo-
evolutionary models of social change which have characterised many
earlier approaches. By focusing on issues of diversity, scale, and
context, it considers the ways in which economy, crafts, technology,
and ritual were organised; the roles played by mortuary practices and
households in the structure and development of ancient societies; and
the importance of agency, identity, ethnicity, gender,


