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Digital and electronic technologies that act as extensions of our bodies
and minds are changing how we live, think, act, and write. Some
welcome these developments as bringing humans closer to unified
consciousness and eternal life. Others worry that invasive globalized
technologies threaten to destroy the self and the world. Whether feared
or desired, these innovations provoke emotions that have long fueled
the religious imagination, suggesting the presence of a latent
spirituality in an era mistakenly deemed secular and posthuman.William
Gaddis, Richard Powers, Mark Danielewski, and Don DeLillo are
American authors who explore this phenomenon thoroughly in their
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work. Engaging the works of each in conversation, Mark C. Taylor
discusses their sophisticated representations of new media,
communications, information, and virtual technologies and their
transformative effects on the self and society. He focuses on Gaddis's
The Recognitions, Powers's Plowing the Dark, Danielewski's House of
Leaves, and DeLillo's Underworld, following the interplay of technology
and religion in their narratives and their imagining of the transition
from human to posthuman states. Their challenging ideas and inventive
styles reveal the fascinating ways religious interests affect emerging
technologies and how, in turn, these technologies guide spiritual
aspirations. To read these novels from this perspective is to see them
and the world anew.
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Il dibattito su Chiesa e laicita dello Stato assume oggi toni sempre piu
accesi. Ma come si e sviluppata in Occidente la riflessione su cosa sia di
pertinenza della Chiesa e cosa dello Stato? A partire dalla famosa frase
di Gesu nel Vangelo di Matteo, "Date a Cesare quel che e di Cesare e a
Dio quel che e di Dio", queste pagine tracciano il percorso difficile e
tortuoso della relazione tra potere secolare e potere spirituale,
mostrando come, nelle varie epoche e alla luce degli eventi storici,
quella affermazione sia stata diversamente interpretata. Dalle origini
del cristianesimo fino all'emergere degli Stati moderni, l'autore fornisce
un quadro completo e affascinante in cui si ritrovano le radici di una
relazione complessa. Una lettura illuminante, nell'attuale epoca di
trasformazioni e crisi dello Stato e della politica.


