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The main theme of this book concerns the continuing psychic centrality
of parents for their children. Several chapters examine an author and
his works, outlining that author's relationships with parents, good-
and-bad, and making descriptive comments about these based both on
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information gleaned from the author's life and writings as well as from
observations found in autobiographies, biographies and critical works.
Since these studies in part concern stories of child abuse and
deprivation, the book predominantly illustrates bad parenting that
seems to have contributed to the child's psychopathology. Yet in most
cases there has also been an evocation by the trauma and deprivation
of adaptive and even creative reactions--this positive effect also of
course largely attributable to concomitant good parenting--and yet
there are some cases where little of this seems to have existed and yet
the children still turn out to be able to make something of themselves.
The conditions that make for psychic health in a traumatized childhood
are mysterious and can't always be accounted for.


