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Immigration, Ethnicity, and National Identity in Brazil, 1808 to the
Present examines the immigration to Brazil of millions of Europeans,
Asians and Middle Easterners beginning in the nineteenth century.
Jeffrey Lesser analyzes how these newcomers and their descendants
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adapted to their new country and how national identity was formed as
they became Brazilians along with their children and grandchildren.
Lesser argues that immigration cannot be divorced from broader
patterns of Brazilian race relations, as most immigrants settled in the
decades surrounding the final abolition of slavery in 1888 and their
experiences were deeply conditioned by ideas of race and ethnicity
formed long before their arrival. This broad exploration of the
relationships between immigration, ethnicity and nation allows for
analysis of one of the most vexing areas of Brazilian study: identity.
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This study in the language of Roman imperialism provides a
provocative new perspective on the Roman imperial project. It
highlights the prominence of the language of mastery and slavery in
Roman descriptions of the conquest and subjection of the provinces.
More broadly, it explores how Roman writers turn to paradigmatic
modes of dependency familiar from everyday life - not just slavery but
also clientage and childhood - in order to describe their authority over,
and responsibilities to, the subject population of the provinces. It
traces the relative importance of these different models for the imperial
project across almost three centuries of Latin literature, from the
middle of the first century BCE to the beginning of the third century CE.
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