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There is clearly an academic and political obsession with the 'idea' of
the Brahmin. There is also, simultaneously, a near-complete absence of
engagement with the Brahmin as an embodied person or community.
This book addresses this intriguing paradox by making available a
sociological description of the Brahmins in today's Karnataka. It
pursues three distinct, yet enmeshed, registers of inquiry - the persona
of the 'Brahmin' embodied in the agency of the individual Brahmin; the
organised complexes of action such as the caste association and the
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public culture of print; and finally, taking o


