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Thousands of Cameroonian women played an essential role in the
radically anti-colonial nationalist movement led by the Union of the
Populations of Cameroon (UPC): they were the women of the
Democratic Union of Cameroonian Women (UDEFEC). Drawing on
women nationalistsi petitions to the United Nations, one of the largest
collections of political documents written by African women during the
decolonization era, as well as archival research and oral interviews, this
work shows how UDEFEC transcended ethnic, class, education and
social divides, and popularized nationalism in both urban and rural



