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Book three of the Italian poet Matteo Maria Boiardo's epic poem
Orlando innamorato (Orlando in Love) was published posthumously in
1494; in 1532, the poet Ludovico Ariosto published his final version of
a sequel, Orlando furioso (The Frenzy of Orlando). At the end of his
poem, Boiardo tells the tale of the princess Fiordispina's unfulfilled
desire for the maiden warrior Bradamante, a story that Ariosto retells in
the body of his later work. In Hopeless Love, Mary-Michelle DeCoste
examines both versions of the Fiordispina and Bradamante episode
using feminist and queer theory. DeCoste then links these treatments
of queer female desire to their wider cultural contexts by exploring
their antecedents in genres such as medieval romance epic and
hagiography and by examining similar tropes in other sixteenth-
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century romance epics. An important work on a previously overlooked
subject, Hopeless Love uncovers the diffusion of queer female desire in
Italian literature and promotes a better understanding of sexuality in
medieval and Renaissance Europe.
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Markets for capital, products, and managerial talent are expanding
rapidly across national borders, yet domestic laws and practices have
never had greater impact on corporate structures and cross-border
deals. Investors pursuing high returns and diversification,
entrepreneurs seeking capital, and managers endeavoring to
restructure troubled enterprises now routinely face transaction
counter-parties who operate within different legal and political
systems, and who rank social priorities quite differently.This dynamic
tension between global markets and domestic institutions


