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The notion of practical wisdom is one of Aristotle's greatest inventions.
It has inspired philosophers as diverse as Martin Heidegger, Hans-
Georg Gadamer, Elizabeth Anscombe, Michael Thompson, and John
McDowell. Now a leading scholar of ancient philosophy offers a
challenge to received accounts of practical wisdom by situating it in the
larger context of Aristotle's views on knowledge and reality. That
happiness is the end pursued by practical wisdom is commonly agreed.
What is disputed is whether happiness is to be found in the practical
life of political action, in which we exhibit courage, temperance, and
other virtues of character, or in the contemplative life, where
theoretical wisdom is the essential virtue. C. D. C. Reeve argues that
the dichotomy is bogus, that these lives are in fact parts of a single life,
which is the best human one. In support of this view, he develops
innovative accounts of many of the central notions in Aristotle's
metaphysics, epistemology, and psychology, including matter and
form, scientific knowledge, dialectic, educatedness, perception,
understanding, political science, practical truth, deliberation, and
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deliberate choice. These accounts are based directly on freshly
translated passages from many of Aristotle's writings. Action,
Contemplation, and Happiness is an accessible essay not just on
practical wisdom but on Aristotle's philosophy as a whole.
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This book serves as a valuable complementary text for courses on
Ethics, Responsibility, Leadership, Corporate Social Responsibility, and
Sustainability, which mostly tend to neglect their human nature
dimensions. It provides an understanding of human nature and its
unigueness and complexity, which helps managers in today's business



world to better manage and to respect self, others, and the
environment. It also provides the foundation for learning ethical
behavior, leadership, responsibility, sustainable management, and
corporate social responsibility. Without this angle, an MBA might tend
to focus primarily on financial success in different dimensions--
operational quality, financial strategy, workforce motivation, cost-
cutting strategies, etc. and people may forget to take cognizance of the
implications of their own nature and that of the people through whom
they have to work. Future leaders and shapers of sustainable
organizations and societies cannot afford to have such a knowledge
gap. Having these discussions helps students understand that the
reason to be ethical goes beyond self-interest and profit motives to the
very foundations of human nature.



