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No cultural product reveals our collective fascination with sexual
violence more candidly than popular heterosexual pornographies. They
showcase scenes of intense sexual aggression and cruelty that are
gendered in repetitive, patterned configurations-configurations that
are designed to arouse. Purcell uses comparative critical analyses of
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popular pornographic movies to explore common fantasies of sexual
violence and how they have changed over the past forty years.
Adopting a thick descriptive approach, she moves beyond the mere
observation and recording of instances of sexism and violence,


