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The feeling of insecurity is a little known phenomenon that has been
only partially explored by social sciences. However, it has a deep social,
cultural and economic impact and may even contribute to define the
very structures of the state. In Latin America, fear of crime has become
an important stumbling block in the region's process of

democratization. After long spells of dictatorships and civil wars,
violence in the region was supposed to be under control yet crime rates
have continued to skyrocket and citizens remain fearful. This analytical
puzzle has troubled researchers and to date






