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Freedom of religion did not come easily to Cuba or Puerto Rico. Only
after the arrival of American troops during the Spanish-American War
were non-Catholics permitted to practice their religions openly and to
proselytize. When government efforts to ensure freedom of worship
began, reformers on both islands rejoiced, believing that an era of
regeneration and modernization was upon them. But as new laws went
into effect, critics voiced their dismay at the rise of popular religions.
Reinaldo L. Roman explores the changing relationship between
regulators and practitioners in neocolonial Cuba and P
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