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Introduction -- 1. The reform of empire in the late eighteenth century
-- From foreign invasion to imperial disintegration -- 3.
Decolonization's progeny: restoration, disaggregation, and



Sommario/riassunto

recalibration -- 4. The last Atlantic revolution: emigrados, Miguelists,
and the Portuguese Civil War -- 5. After Brazil, after civil war: the
origins of Portugal's African empire -- Conclusion: The long shadow of
empire in the Luso-Atlantic world.

As the British, French and Spanish Atlantic empires were torn apart in
the Age of Revolutions, Portugal steadily pursued reforms to tie its
American, African and European territories more closely together.
Eventually, after a period of revival and prosperity, the Luso-Brazilian
world also succumbed to revolution, which ultimately resulted in
Brazil's independence from Portugal. The first of its kind in the English
language to examine the Portuguese Atlantic World in the period from
1750 to 1850, this book reveals that despite formal separation, the
links and relationships that survived the demise of empire entwined the
historical trajectories of Portugal and Brazil even more tightly than
before. From constitutionalism to economic policy to the problem of
slavery, Portuguese and Brazilian statesmen and political writers
laboured under the long shadow of empire as they sought to begin
anew and forge stable post-imperial orders on both sides of the
Atlantic.
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Sommario/riassunto Studies in the History of the English Language II: Unfolding
Conversations contains selected papers from the SHEL-2 conference
held at the University of Washington in Spring 2002. In the volume,
scholars from North America and Europe address a broad spectrum of
research topics in historical English linguistics, including new
theories/methods such as Optimality Theory and corpus linguistics,
and traditional fields such as phonology and syntax. In each of the four
sections - Philology and linguistics; Corpus- and text-based studies;
Constraint-based studies; Dialectology - a key article provides the focal
point for a discussion between leading scholars, who respond directly
to each other's arguments within the volume. In Section 1, Donka
Minkova and Lesley Milroy explore the possibilities of historical
sociolinguistics as part of a discussion of the distinction between
philology and linguistics. In Section 2, Susan M. Fitzmaurice and Erik
Smitterberg provide new research findings on the history and usage of
progressive constructions. In Section 3, Geoffrey Russom and Robert D.
Fulk reanalyze the development of Middle English alliterative meter. In
Section 4, Michael Montgomery, Connie Eble, and Guy Bailey interpret
new historical evidence of the pen/pin merger in Southern American
English. The remaining articles address equally salient problems and
possibilities within the field of historical English linguistics. The volume
spans topics and time periods from Proto-Germanic sound change to
twenty-first century dialect variation, and methodologies from
painstaking philological work with written texts to high-speed data
gathering in computerized corpora. As a whole, the volume captures an
ongoing conversation at the heart of historical English linguistics: the
guestion of evidence and historical reconstruction.



