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"Written for those who design, redesign, and assess writing programs,
Very Like a Whale is an intensive discussion of writing program
assessment issues. Taking its title from Hamlet, the book explores the
multifaceted forces that shape writing programs and the central role
these programs can and should play in defining college education.
Given the new era of assessment in higher education, writing programs
must provide valid evidence that they are serving students, instructors,
administrators, alumni, accreditors, and policymakers. This book
introduces new conceptualizations associated with assessment, making
them clear and available to those in the profession of rhetoric and
composition/writing studies. It also offers strategies that aid in
gathering information about the relative success of a writing program
in achieving its identified goals.  Philosophically and historically aligned
with quantitative approaches, White, Elliot, and Peckham use case study
and best-practice scholarship to demonstrate the applicability of their
innovative approach, termed Design for Assessment (DFA). Well
grounded in assessment theory, Very Like a Whale will be of practical
use to new and seasoned writing program administrators alike, as well
as to any educator involved with the accreditation process"--
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In the wake of the financial crisis and Great Recession, the health of
state and local pension plans has emerged as a front burner policy
issue. Elected officials, academic experts, and the media alike have
pointed to funding shortfalls with alarm, expressing concern that
pension promises are unsustainable or will squeeze out other pressing
government priorities. A few local governments have even filed for
bankruptcy, with pensions cited as a major cause. Alicia H. Munnell
draws on both her practical experience and her research to provide
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