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William Gienapp demonstrates that the organization of the Republican
party was a difficult, complex, and lengthy process, and explains why,
after an inauspicious beginning, it ultimately became a potent political
force.
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General William Westmoreland : the Tet offensive -- Senator Eugene
McCarthy : the college student crusade -- Lyndon Johnson : "people
grow tired of confusion" -- Martin Luther King : the dream -- Robert
Kennedy : the "national soul" -- Richard Nixon : the candidate from
Squaresville? -- Hubert Horatio Humphrey : the isolation of the politics
of joy -- George Wallace : the populism of the Vietham war era --
Nguyen Van Thieu : a merry-go-round in a chamber of horrors.

In The Deadly Bet, distinguished historian Walter LaFeber explores the
turbulent election of 1968 and its significance in the larger context of
American history. Looking through the eyes of the year's most

important players-including Robert F. Kennedy, Eugene McCarthy,
Martin Luther King, Hubert Humphrey, Richard Nixon, George Wallace,
Nguyen Van Thieu, and Lyndon Johnson-LaFeber shows the importance
of domestic upheaval on the election.



