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The Cool-Kawaii: Afro-Japanese Aesthetics and New World Modernity,
by Thorsten Botz-Bornstein, analyzes and compares African American
cool culture and the Japanese aesthetics of kawaii or cute and
characterizes them as expressions set against oppressive
homogenizations of a technocratic world. The Cool-Kawaii sheds light
on the history and development of both cultures in three main ways:
First, both emerge from similar historical conditions; second, both are
in search of human dignity and liberation, and finally, both kawaii and
African American cool establish a new kind of modernity able to t
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How and why did NATO, a Cold War military alliance created in 1949 to
counter Stalin's USSR, become the cornerstone of new security order for
post-Cold War Europe? Why, instead of retreating from Europe after
communism's collapse, did the U.S. launch the greatest expansion of
the American commitment to the old continent in decades? Written by a
high-level insider, Opening NATO's Door provides a definitive account
of the ideas, politics, and diplomacy that went into the historic decision
to expand NATO to Central and Eastern Europe. D


