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First published in 1975, this collection of essays embodies a
conception of sociological thought as a critical analysis of social
theories and doctrines, of social institutions and political regimes, of
recent social movements. They deal, in particular, with some
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conservative versions of sociology and with attempts to develop more
radical theories; they extend the author's previous writings on classes,
elites and politics; and they analyse some of the problems of socialism
in the late twentieth century. There is a close unity of theme througout
the book in its critical attempt to for


