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The Progressive Era, marked by a desire for economic, political, and
social reform, ended for most Americans with the ugly reality and
devastation of World War I. Yet for Army Air Service officers, the
carnage and waste witnessed on the western front only served to spark
a new progressive movement-to reform war by relying on destructive
technology as the instrument of change. In Beneficial Bombing Mark
Clodfelter describes how American airmen, horrified by World War I's
trench warfare, turned to the progressive ideas of efficiency and
economy in an effort to reform war itself.
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