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In March 1968, thousands of Chicano students walked out of their East
Los Angeles high schools and middle schools to protest decades of
inferior and discriminatory education in the so-called ""Mexican
Schools."" During these historic walkouts, or ""blowouts,"" the students
were led by Sal Castro, a courageous and charismatic Mexican
American teacher who encouraged the students to make their
grievances public after school administrators and school board
members failed to listen to them. The resulting blowouts sparked the
beginning of the urban Chicano Movement of the late 1960's and early
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