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Latrell Sprewell. Allen Iverson. John McEnroe. Even Mohammed Ali and
Mike Schmidt and Michael Jordan. These are characters of our national
imagination, athletes who stand as symbols of our complex

relationship with professional sport. In this erudite and captivating
book, bestselling author Larry Platt takes us on a tour through

American sports. Offering profiles of the athletes we love (and love to
hate), Platt shows that sport, more than any other nationwide pastime,
is the way we come to understand-and alter-race relations, gender,

and, most profoundly, how we communicate with each ot



