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Sommario/riassunto Interweaving the human aspects of river control with analysis of hydro-
physical data, including historical data over the last few centuries, this
monograph is a comprehensive evaluation of the Damodar’s lower
reaches. While the Damodar River isn’t an exceptional tropical river, nor
does it feature classic examples of river control structures, it is unusual
and worthy of study due to the fact that nowhere else in the tropical
world have riverine sandbars been used as a resource base as well as
for permanent settlements. Based on their knowledge of river stages,
the inhabitants have fine-tuned their land use to flood events, applying
a concept of flood zoning to the riverbed. Every available space has
been utilized rationally and judiciously. This rare human-environmental
study analyzes the remarkable way in which immigrants unfamiliar with
the riverine environment have adapted to the altered hydrologic regime
of the river. In doing so they have demonstrated a sophisticated
understanding of the flood regime and the vagaries of an unpromising
environment in their land use, cropping and settlement patterns.
Spurred on by restricted social and economic mobility and sometimes
political constraints, these self-settled refugees have learned to adapt
to their environment and live with the floods. Bhattacharyya’s text is
particularly timely, as anthropogenic processes of this kind have not
been adequately studied by geographers. "Bhattacharyya's superb study
describes and analyzes the interrelationship of geomorphic setting,
resource base, perceived environment and social space as well as the
role of legal structures, economic geography and infrastructure in
accounting for the way society has adapted to, altered and utilized a
once natural dynamic environment. Through historical reconstruction
of the riverine scene along with marshalling of data on river behavior
and social change, including the presentation of detailed studies of
settlements within the alluvial bottomland brought to life with excellent
maps, the author makes clear how people, ranging from refugees to
local settlers have transformed the landscape driven by diverse cultural,
economic, religious, and political forces. The author's description of the
sophisticated way in which environment, social status, and culture are
interwoven in the distribution of crops and associated microtopography
is masterful". (Prof. M. Gordon Wolman, Department of Geography and
Environmental Engineering, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
MD, USA).
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Eighth Air Force (8AF) conducted the US's first thousand-bomber raids
against Germany in February 1944-recorded in history as Big Week.
Until that time the USAAF was not able to concentrate such firepower
on the enemy in such a short period of time. It took much effort to
make Big Week "big" covering the spectrum of planning and execution
activities dating back to the end of World War | that were adapted and
flexed to be successful in a different context. Indeed, the depth and
breadth of the preparations required to successfully execute Big Week
on the scale intended is deserving of a closer examination.Leadership
from President Roosevelt to first line supervisors influenced 8AF
logistics before February 1944. Major General Hugh J. Knerr was the



one man that stood out as the champion of USAAF logistics. He
influenced the concept of logistical operations in the ETO and, more
specifically, put logistics on a level of importance equal to that of
operations within the United States Strategic Air Forces (USSTAF). He
synchronized logistics with operations and strove for constant
improvement by making organizational and process changes aimed at
increasing logistical responsiveness, effectiveness, and efficiency.The
British provided tremendous host nation support including construction
of new airfields, skilled and unskilled labor support, supply items, and
transportation. The British host nation support 8AF received far
surpassed what a cursory review of World War Il history leads one to
believe and serves as a model for US-led coalition operations in the
21st century. The US Merchant Marine and US Navy provided sealift of
goods from the stateside depots to the theater. The US Army provided
supply support of common items and Air Service Command (ASC)
provided technical and supply support. Last, but not least, both civil
servants and civilian contractors provided depot maintenance and in-
theater technical support.



