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The peoples of Greater Central Asia - not only Inner Asian states of
Soviet Union but also those who share similar heritages in adjacent
countries like Afghanistan and Pakistan, Iran, and the Chinese province
of Xinjiang - have been drawn into more direct and immediate contact
since the Soviet collapse. Infrastructural improvements, and the race by
the great powers for access to the region's vital natural resources, have
allowed these peoples to develop closer ties with each other and the
wider world, creating new interdependencies, and fresh opportunities
for interaction and the exercise o



