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Lynching marked the violent outer boundaries of race and class
relations in the American South between Reconstruction and the civil
rights era. Everyday interactions could easily escalate into mob
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violence, and did so thousands of times. Bruce Baker examines this
important aspect of American history by taking seven lynchings in
North Carolina and South Carolina and studying them in detail. He
succeeds in getting behind the superficial accounts and explanations
provided at the time to explain the deeper causes and wider contexts
of these events. Many studies of lynching begin only after Reconst


