1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa
ISBN

Edizione

Descrizione fisica

Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

UNINA9910785459803321

King John <1938->

Reaching for the sun : how plants work / / John King [[electronic
resource]]

Cambridge : , : Cambridge University Press, , 2011

0-511-86214-8
1-107-21601-X
1-282-94817-2
9786612948176
0-511-97389-6
0-511-86005-6
0-511-85831-0
0-511-86092-7
0-511-85744-6
0-511-85918-X

[Second edition.]
1 online resource (xi, 298 pages) : digital, PDF file(s)

571.2

Plants
Botany

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Title from publisher's bibliographic system (viewed on 05 Oct 2015).
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Machine generated contents note: Preface to the Second Edition;
Preface to the First Edition; Part I. Plants and Energy: 1. Photosynthesis:
the leitmotiv of life; 2. Plant respiration: breathing without lungs;
References; Part Il. Plant Nutrition: 3. Plants are cool, but why?; 4.
Nutrition for the healthy lifestyle; 5. Nitrogen, nitrogen, everywhere ...;

6. Transport of delights; References; Part 1ll. Growth and Development:
7. Growth: the long and the short of it; 8. The time of their lives; 9. A
dash of seasoning; 10. Dormancy: a matter of survival; 11. Color,
fragrance, and flavor; References; Part IV. Stress, Defense, and Decline:
12. Stressful tranquility; 13. Chemical warfare; 14. Senescence and
death; References; Part V. Plants and the Environment: 15. Elemental
cycles; 16. The human touch; Genetic engineering in a rapidly changing



Sommario/riassunto

world; References; Epilogue; Index.

From their ability to use energy from sunlight to make their own food,
to combating attacks from diseases and predators, plants have evolved
an amazing range of life-sustaining strategies. Written with the non-
specialist in mind, John King's lively natural history explains how plants
function, from how they gain energy and nutrition to how they grow,
develop and ultimately die. New to this edition is a section devoted to
plants and the environment, exploring how problems created by human
activities, such as global warming, pollution of land, water and air, and
increasing ocean acidity, are impacting on the lives of plants. King's
narrative provides a simple, highly readable introduction, with boxes in
each chapter offering additional or more advanced material for readers
seeking more detail. He concludes that despite the challenges posed by
growing environmental perils, plants will continue to dominate our
planet.



