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In Designing a Polity, James W. Ceaser, one of our leading scholars of
American political development, argues for the continuing central role
of the Founding within the study of American government. Drawing on
essays published over the past 10 years, extensively updated and
revised to reflect current politics, Ceaser engages the Founding
Fathers, particularly James Madison, emphasizes Alexis de Tocqueville
as a model of political inquiry, critiques current and recent theorists
such as Richard Rorty and Jacques Derrida, and explores the varieties of
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