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Aleksey Peshkov overcame indigence, violence, and suicidal despair to
become Maksim Gorky, one of the most widely read and influential
writers of the twentieth century. Childhood, the first book in Gorky's
acclaimed autobiographical trilogy, depictshis early years, when after
his father's death he was taken to live in the home of his maternal
grandfather, a violent and vindictive man who both provided the child
with a rudimentary education and subjected him to savage beatings.
With remarkable freshness and candor, Gorky immerses his reader in a
young child's world, recreating in dynamic pro
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