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The essays in this volume concentrate on imperial conflict. Until
recently, most historians of empire have concerned themselves with
economic issues. More recently, scholarship has turned to social and
cultural aspects of Empire. The role of the military, however, continues
to be largely ignored. Historians have traditionally viewed the military
as an arm of the civil power, an institution which did not create policy
but faithfully obeyed the directives given to it. These essays show that
indeed the military thought for itself: its officers made policy,
introduced new strategies and tactics, and utilized the services of local
settlers and indigenes to pursue the interests of empire, and the rank
and file informed ideas in Great Britain concerning Africa and Africans.
Contributors are Edward M. Spiers, Ian F.W. Beckett, Bill Nasson, John
Laband, Paul Thompson, Fransjohan Pretorius, Tim Stapleton, Ian van
der Waag, James Thomas, Jeffrey Meriwether, and Bruce Vandervort.


