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The land of promise -- Exploration and empire -- To muse on nations
passed away -- The frontier and American Indians -- No more auction
block for me -- The literature of slavery and African American culture.

The flourishing of pre-Civil War literature known as the American
Renaissance occurred in a volatile context of national expansion and
sectional strife. Canonical writers such as Herman Melville, Walt
Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and Henry David Thoreau, as well as those
more recently acclaimed, such as Frederick Douglass and Harriet
Beecher Stowe, emerged amidst literature devoted to questions of
nationalism, exploration, empire, the frontier, and slavery. This
outpouring included some of the most important early works in African
American, American Indian, and Chicana/Chicano literature. Empire



