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"If I know my own heart, I can truly say, that I have not a selfish wish in
placing myself under the patronage of the [American Colonization]
Society; usefulness in my day and generation, is what I principally
court.". "Sensible then, as all are of the disadvantages under which we
at present labour, can any consider it a mark of folly, for us to cast our
eyes upon some other portion of the globe where all these
inconveniences are removed where the Man of Colour freed from the
fetters and prejudice, and degradation, under which he labours in this
land, may walk forth in all the majesty of his c
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People in many African communities live within a series of concentric
circles when it comes to language. In a small group, a speaker uses an
often unwritten and endangered mother tongue that is rarely used in
school. A national indigenous language-written, widespread,
sometimes used in school-surrounds it. An international language like
French or English, a vestige of colonialism, carries prestige, is used in
higher education, and promises mobility-and yet it will not be well
known by its users. The essays in Languages in Africa explore the
layers of African multilingualism as they affect lang


