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Language and integration tests as a condition for naturalisation and
various types of legal residence permits are topical issues in several
European Member States. The introduction of the tests reflects a
change in ideas on the relationship between legal status and
integration. Since the introduction of the tests is a rather recent
development, little is known of the effects of the formalised testing
schemes. Whether the tests have in fact contributed to the integration
of immigrants in the host society or whether they function as a
mechanism for selection and exclusion is unknown. In this book,
experts from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary,
Latvia, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom analyse the policies
concerning the integration of newcomers and/or future citizens in their
countries.


