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Tales of Lights and Shadows offers a fresh approach to the traditional
mythology and literature of the afterlife, centering on tensions and
polarities in the afterlife concepts: bright vs. dismal, heaven vs.
reincarnation, theocentric vs. anthropocentric heaven, etc. Presenting
examples from virtually all the world's religious cultures past and
present, this fascinating book puts the concepts clearly in the context
of the worldview and social issues of that society. Robert Ellwood
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depicts the many rich mythologies of the afterlife from the ancient
Mesopotamians, Japanese, Greeks of the Homeric


