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This study investigates why Paul makes the theme of suffering so
central to his argument in 2 Corinthians. It is pursued through an
exegetical analysis of passages where Paul's suffering is described,
namely 1:3-11; 2:14-116; 4:7-12; 6:1-10 and 11:23-12:10. By
employing a narrative approach, this study argues that Paul's apostolic
suffering is grounded in the story of Jesus. There are several
implications arising from this approach. First, Paul understands his
suffering as necessary and integral to his apostolic mission. Second,
Paul claims that his suffering has positive missiological benefit



