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Catholics, especially in the U.S., are sharply divided over what
constitutes faithful Catholicism: a quest for the relevance of their faith
to the actualities of their lives or unquestioning obedience to the
precepts of Church leadership.  Tension over these questions goes to
such extremes that it has drastically reduced church-going and
identification of Catholics with the institution within a remarkable brief
period of time.  Writing in sharp, accessible language, Helmick
attempts to focus these issues on the nature of faith.  To do so involves
exploring the task of theologians, who are in t
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