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This sixth and final half-volume of the Freud/Ferenczi correspondence
covers the period from 1925 until Ferenczi's death in 1933. During that
period, Freud works on revisions of psychoanalytical theory, on
autobiographical and historical contributions, on religious topics and

on his critique of civilization and culture, and on the development of
female sexuality. Ferenczi publishes his probably most interesting, but
also most contested contributions to the theory and technique of
psychoanalysis. With hindsight one can say that his technical
experiments lead him to formulate a theoretical model which has
became the basis for contemporary theories. For a time, he closely
collaborates for this with Freud's "right hand," Otto Rank. Their
publications lead to a personal and scientific fight over power between
the leaders of the psychoanalytic movement, a fight that threatens to
split that very movement. This conflict - which has influenced the
history of psychoanalysis to this day - results in Rank's leaving the
psychoanalytic community and Ferenczi's being marginalized. Freud, at
first supportive of Ferenczi and Rank, eventually joins their opponents
(above all Karl Abraham and Ernest Jones). He regards Ferenczi's
innovations as a scientific regression, and interprets them as Ferenczi's
reaction to his own personal problems and deficits. Ferenczi himself,



however, is convinced of the value of his ideas, and struggles for more
independence from Freud. The general tone of their letters gets less
intimate, and sometimes outright sharp. Ferenczi writes less often,
instead he confides his new ideas and his criticism of Freud to his
"Clinical Diary." Although an open break can be avoided, Ferenczi's
untimely death prevents a resolution of their conflicts and
misunderstandings. Without doubt, the Freud/Ferenczi correspondence
is one of the most important primary sources for the early history of
psychoanalysis, and it is a literary event of the first magnitude to boot.
In none of his other correspondences with disciples writes Freud so
frequently, so openly, and over such a long period of time. This final
volume documents the tragic end of this "intimate community of life,
feeling, and interest” (Freud to Ferenczi, 11.1.1933); and all this before
the background of the political and social upheaval of that time. The
guiding line of the editorial apparatus has been to give the
contemporary reader information about anything with which she or he
might not be familiar: persons, events, literary and scientific works,
guotations, cryptoquotations, allusions, and so on. It also contains
quotations from a great number of hitherto unpublished Freud letters.
Dieser letzte Halbband der Freud/Ferenczi-Korrespondenz umfasst die
Jahre von 1925 bis zu Ferenczis Tod in 1933. Freuds Werk beschéftigt
sich wahrend dieser Zeit mit Revisionen der psychoanalytischen
Theorie, mit autobiographischen und historischen Beitrdgen, mit
kulturkritischen und religiésen Themen und der Entwicklung der
weiblichen Sexualitt. Ferenczi verfasst seine wohl interessantesten,
aber auch umstrittensten Beitrdge zur Theorie und Technik der
Psychoanalyse. Aus heutiger Sicht fiihren ihn seine technischen
Experimente zu einem theoretischen Modell, das den Grundstein fur
heutige Theorien legt. Eine Zeitlang arbeitet er dabei eng mit Freuds
"rechter Hand", Otto Rank, zusammen. lhre Publikationen fihren zu
einem personlichen und wissenschaftlichen Machtkampf innerhalb des
Fuhrungsgremiums der psychoanalytischen Bewegung, der die
Psychoanalyse zu spalten droht. Am Ende dieser Auseinandersetzung,
die die Geschichte der Psychoanalyse bis heute beeinflusst hat, steht
Rank auRerhalb der psychoanalytischen Gemeinschaft und Ferenczi an
ihrem Rande. Freud, der anfangs auf ihrer Seite gestanden hatte,
wechselt schlielich ins Lager ihrer Opponenten (v.a. Karl Abraham und
Ernest Jones). Er sieht in Ferenczis Neuerungen einen
wissenschaftlichen Rickschritt und interpretiert sie als Reaktion auf
personliche Probleme und Defizite bei Ferenczi selbst. Ferenczi
hingegen ist vom Wert seiner Ideen Gberzeugt und kampft um eine
grolRere Unabhangigkeit von Freud. Der Ton des Briefwechsels
verschlechtert sich spirbar und wird stellenweise ausgesprochen
scharf. Ferenczi schreibt seltener; statt dessen verfasst er ein
"Klinisches Tagebuch", dem er seine neuen Ideen und auch seine Kritik
an Freud anvertraut. Ein offener Bruch kann zwar vermieden werden,
doch verhindert Ferenczis friher Tod eine Losung der Konflikte und
Missverstandnisse. Die Freud/Ferenczi-Korrespondenz ist ohne Zweifel
einer der wichtigsten Primarquellen zur Geschichte der frithen
Psychoanalyse. Daneben ist sie ein literarisches Ereignis ersten Ranges.
Mit keinem seiner Schiiler hat Freud so lang, so haufig und so offen
korrespondiert wie mit Ferenczi. Mit dem vorliegenden Band wird der
tragische Abschluss dieser innigen Lebens-, Gefilhls- und
Interessensgemeinschaft" (Freud an Ferenczi, 11.1.1933) dokumentiert
- dies alles vor dem Hintergrund der umwalzenden politischen und
gesellschaftlichen Umwalzungen jener Zeit. Der editorische Apparat
versucht, der heutigen Leserschaft all jene Informationen in méglichst
objektiver Art zu geben, die es erlauben, dieser Geschichte zu folgen:
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wobei auch eine gro3e Zahl bisher unverdffentlichter Freud-Briefe
herangezogen werden.
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Reading Little women -- Women and the new cultural landscape of the
Gilded Age -- Young women's ways of reading -- (Reading as) a family
affair : the Hamiltons of Fort Wayne -- Reading and ambition : M. Carey
Thomas and female heroism -- Working her way through culture : Jane
Addams and literature's dual legacy -- Hull-House as a cultural space

-- New books, new lives : Jewish immigrant women, reading, and
identity -- With pen and voice : Ida B. Wells, race, literature, and
politics.

In a compelling approach structured as theme and variations, the
author offers insightful profiles of a number of accomplished women
born in Americas Gilded Age who lost and found themselves in books,
and worked out a new life purpose around them. Some women, like
Edith and Alice Hamilton, M. Carey Thomas, and Jane Addams, grew up



in households filled with books, while less privileged women found
alternative routes to expressive literacy. Jewish immigrants Hilda Satt
Polacheck, Rose Cohen, and Mary Antin acquired new identities in the
English-language books they found in settlement houses and libraries,
while African Americans like Ida B. Wells relied mainly on institutions of
their own creation, even as they sought to develop a literature of their
own. Itis the author's contribution to show that however the skill of
reading was acquired, under the right circumstances, adolescent
reading was truly transformative in constructing female identity,

stirring imaginations, and fostering ambition. With Little Women's Jo
March often serving as a youthful model of independence, girls and
young women created communities of learning, imagination, and
emotional connection around literary activities in ways that helped
them imagine, and later attain, public identities. Reading themselves
into quest plots and into male as well as female roles, these young
women went on to create an unparalleled record of achievement as
intellectuals, educators, and social reformers. This study reveals the
centrality of the eras culture of reading and sheds new light on these
women's Progressive-Era careers.



