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Missionaries go into all the world and make disciples of all nations,
while monks live cloistered in a monastery and focus their lives on
prayer and studying Scripture -- correct? Not exactly. When we study
the history of Christian mission, especially from around 500 to 1500
CE, the key missionaries that we constantly encounter are monks. In
fact, if we don't have monks in this period then we have very little in
the way of Christian mission. Our aim in this book is to examine the
phenomenon of missionary monks -- those who pursued both a
monastic and missionary calling. We will meet the monks and monastic
orders, narrate their journeys in mission, and evaluate their approaches
to and thoughts about mission.
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practice: ablutions in the Serekh ha-Yah? / Michael A. Daise -- From
Enoch to John the Essene--an analysis of sect development: 1 Enoch,
Jubilees, and the Essenes / Eyal Regev -- Education and wisdom in the
Dead Sea Scrolls in light of their background in   antiquity / Bilhah
Nitzan -- The use of Scripture in 1Q/4Q mysteries / Torleif Elgvin --
"Memory and manuscript": books, scrolls, and the tradition of the
Qumran texts / Lawrence H. Schiffman -- The wood-offering: the
convoluted evolution of a halakhah in Qumran and rabbinic law / Cana
Werman -- Further reflections on a divine and angelic humanity in the
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This volume presents new perspectives on the ancient texts discovered
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at Qumran. The essays offer fresh insights into particular texts and
genres, by applying methods and constructs drawn from other
disciplines to the study of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and by exploring new
as well as long-standing issues raised by these works. The topics and
approaches engaged include group identity, memory, ritual theory,
sectarian sociology, philosophy of education, liturgical anthropology,
Jewish law, history of religion, and mysticism. The articles in this
volume were originally presented at the Tenth Annual International
Orion Symposium sponsored in 2005 by the Orion Center for the Study
of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Associated Literature at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.
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