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; Part | : Historicizing Social Reproduction, Welfare And Neo-liberalism.
Women, social reproduction and the neo-liberal assault on the US
welfare state -- Mimi Abramovitz ; Women, the state and welfare law :
the Canadian experience -- Shelley A.M. Gavigan and Dorothy E.
Chunn --; Part Il : Women's Agency And Activism In The Welfare State :
Comparative And Historical Perspectives. Gender and the rise of the
welfare state in fin-de-siecle New York City : the case of tenement
regulation -- Felice Batlan ; "Mothers at work" : the welfare rights
movement and welfare reform in the 1960s -- Premilla Nadasen -- ;
Part 11l : The Precarious Citizenship And Legal Construction Of Poor
Women. Women in the workforce in the context of neo-liberalism : the
case of Israel -- Mimi Ajzenstadt ; "Risky women" : the role of "risk" in
the construction of the single mother -- Karen Swift ; Intimate
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intrusions : welfare regulation and women's personal lives -- Janet
Mosher ; Retrenchment not reform : using law and policy to restrict the
entitlement of women with disabilities to social assistance -- Joan M.
Gilmour -- ; Part IV : Reconceptualizing State Forms And Socio-legal
Policy. Substantive universality : reconceptualizing feminist approaches
to social provision and child care -- Hester Lessard ; Women's work
and a guaranteed income -- Margot Young.

Extensive welfare, law and policy reforms characterised the making and
unmaking of Keynesian states in the twentieth century. This collection
highlights the gendered nature of these regulatory shifts and,
specifically, the roles played by women as reformers, welfare workers
and welfare recipients, in the development of welfare states historically.
The contributors are leading feminist socio-legal scholars from a range
of disciplines in Canada, the United States and Israel. Collectively, their
analyses of women, law and poverty speak to long-standing and
ongoing feminist concerns: the importance of historically informed
research, the relevance of women's agency and resistance to the
experience of inequality and injustice, the specificity of the experience
of poor women and poor mothers, the implications of changes to social
policy, and the possibilities for social change. Such analyses are
particularly timely as the devastation of neo-liberalism becomes
increasingly obvious. The current world crisis of capitalism is a defining
moment for liberal states - a global catastrophe that concomitantly
creates a window of opportunity for critical scholars and activists to
reframe debates about social welfare, work, and equality, and to
reinsert the discourse of social justice into the public consciousness
and political agendae of liberal democracies



