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What happened to American cities? -- Can this neighborhood be saved?
-- Three reconstructions of Raleigh -- There are no bad schools in
Raleigh -- A tragic decision -- What should we hope for?.
In Hope and Despair, Gerald Grant compares two cities - his hometown
of Syracuse, New York, and Raleigh, North Carolina - in order to
examine the consequences of the nation's ongoing educational
inequities. The result is an ambitious portrait - sometimes disturbing,
often inspiring - of two cities that exemplify our nation's greatest
educational challenges, as well as a passionate exploration of the
potential for school reform that exists for our urban schools today.
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Using light as fil rouge reuniting theology and ritual with the
architecture, decoration, and iconography of cultic spaces, the present
study argues that the mise-en-scène of fifth-century baptism and
sixth-century episcopal liturgy was meant to reproduce the luminous
atmosphere of heaven. Analysing the material culture of the two
sacraments against common ritual expectations and Christian theology,
we evince the mannerin which the luminous effect was reached through
a combination of constructive techniques and perceptual manipulation.
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One nocturnal and one diurnal, the two ceremonials represented
different scenarios, testifying to the capacity of church builders and
willingness of Late Antique bishops to stage the ritual experience in
order to offer God to the senses.


