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Scientific Characters chronicles the contests over character, knowledge,
trust, and truth in a politically charged scientific controversy that

erupted after a 1994 Chicago Tribune headline: "Fraud in Breast Cancer
Research: Doctor Lied on Data for Decade." In the aftermath of this
dramatic news, Dr. Bernard Fisher, the eminent oncologist and
celebrated pioneer of breast cancer research, came under intense
scrutiny following allegations that one of his investigators falsified data
in landmark breast cancer research. Although he was eventually cleared
of all wrongdoing, the controversy called into question the treatment
decisions of tens of thousands of women, because Fisher's research
had demonstrated that lumpectomy and radiation were as effective as



breast removal for early stage cancers, a finding that was hailed as
revolutionary in women's health care.



