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Catholicism was all over movie screens in 2004. Mel Gibsons The
Passion of the Christ was at the center of a media firestorm for months.
A priest was a crucial character in the Academy Award-winning Million
Dollar Baby. Everyone, it seemed, was talking about how religious
stories should be represented, marketed, and received. Catholic
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characters, spaces, and rituals have been stock features in popular
films since the silent era. An intensely visual religion with a well-
defined ritual and authority system, Catholicism lends itself to the
drama and pageantry of film. Moviegoers watch as Catholic


