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The last decade has witnessed a striking upsurge of interest in Iberian
hagiography. In painting and the fine arts through to poetic and
narrative treatments composed in Castilian and Catalan, the legacies of
Christ, Mary, and the saints have been approached from a range of
perspectives and subjected to detailed critical scrutiny. This book,
which focuses specifically on the application of theoretical and
methodological approaches to analysis, asks what scholars of early
Iberian hagiography can bring to the analysis of the sacred past and
how the study of the discipline can be taken forward innovatively in the
future. Its fourteen essays, each focusing on a different aspect of
composition, seek in particular to explore interdisciplinary
methodologies and the ways in which they intersect with broader
discourses in other branches of research. Contributors are Carme
Arronis Llopis, Fernando Baños Vallejo, Andrew M. Beresford, Sarah
Jane Boss, Sarah V. Buxton, Marinela Garcia Sempere, Ryan D. Giles,
Ariel Guiance, Lluís Ramon i Ferrer, Rebeca Sanmartín Bastida, Connie
L. Scarborough, and Lesley K. Twomey.
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RIGHT: A CONCEPTUAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ANCIENT AND MODERN
IDEAS OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH / D.M. Carter -- THE POWER TO SPEAK
—AND NOT TO LISTEN— IN ANCIENT ATHENS / Robert W. Wallace --
FREE SPEECH, COURAGE, AND DEMOCRATIC DELIBERATION / Ryan K.
Balot -- SPEAKER-AUDIENCE INTERACTION IN ATHENS: A POWER
STRUGGLE / Joseph Roisman -- SOCRATIC PARRHESIA AND ITS
AFTERLIFE IN PLATO’S LAWS / Marlein van Raalte --  IN
ARISTOTLE / J.J. Mulhern -- FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND THE ROMAN
REPUBLICAN ARMY / Stefan G. Chrissanthos -- SPEAKING BEFORE
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This book contains a collection of essays on the notion of “Free Speech”
in classical antiquity. The essays examine such concepts as “freedom of
speech,” “self-expression,” and “censorship,” in ancient Greek and
Roman culture from historical, philosophical, and literary perspectives.
Among the many questions addressed are: what was the precise
lexicographical valence of the ancient terms we routinely translate as
\'Freedom of Speech,\' e.g., Parrhesia in Greece, Licentia in Rome? What
relationship do such terms have with concepts such as isêgoria ,
dêmokratia and eleutheria ; or libertas , res publica and imperium ?
What does ancient theorizing about free speech tell us about
contemporary relationships between power and speech? What are the
philosophical foundations and ideological underpinnings of free speech
in specific historical contexts?


