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Sohrab Sepehri (1928-1980) is one of the major Iranian poets of the
20th century. His verses are often-recited in public gatherings and
lines from them were used as slogans by protesters in 2009. A painter,
wood-worker, and poet, Sepehri wrote these poems after journeys
through Japan, China, and India, where he was exposed to various
cultural arts and spiritual disciplines.
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For this post-cold-war biography of Shostakovich's illustrious but
turbulent career under Soviet rule, Laurel E. Fay has gone back to
primary documents: Shostakovich's many letters, concert programmes
and reviews, newspaper articles, and diaries of his contemporaries.
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