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Jewish religious practice has been transformed by the Kabbalists of
Safed in the sixteenth century. They brought new meaning and
importance to many Biblical and rabbinic commandments and created
new rituals that have become central practices for Jews of all
denominations. This volume describes the origins of these traditions
and explains the mystical meaning of these specific practices and
rituals. Some of these innovations include: Kabbalat Shabbat, inviting
the Ushpizin to the Sukkah, Tikkun Leyl Shavuot, and visitation to the
grave of Rabbi Simeon bar Yohai on Lag Be-Omer. This volume is
written in a style accessible to the non-specialist in Kabbalah and the
Jewishly knowledgeable general reader.
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Conflicts over the rights of self-defined population groups to
determine their own destiny within the boundaries of existing states
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are among the most violent forms of inter-communal conflict. Many
experts agree that autonomy regimes are a useful framework within
which competing claims to self-determination can be accommodated.
This volume explores and analyses the different options available. The
contributors assess the current state of the theory and practice of
institutional design for the settlement of self-determination conflicts,
and also compare and contrast detailed case studies on
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"Postcolonial Europe: Comparative Reflections after the Empires brings
together scholars from across disciplines to rethink European
colonialism in the light of its vanishing empires and the rise of new
global power structures"--
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