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Women's and men's worlds were largely separate in ancient
Mediterranean societies, and, in consequence, many women's deepest
personal relationships were with other women. Yet relatively little
scholarly or popular attention has focused on women's relationships in
antiquity, in contrast to recent interest in the relationships between

men in ancient Greece and Rome. The essays in this book seek to close
this gap by exploring a wide variety of textual and archaeological
evidence for women's homosocial and homoeraotic relationships from
prehistoric Greece to fifth-century CE Egypt. Drawing on developments
in feminist theory, gay and lesbian studies, and queer theory, as well as
traditional textual and art historical methods, the contributors to this
volume examine representations of women's lives with other women,
their friendships, and sexual subjectivity. They present new
interpretations of the evidence offered by the literary works of Sappho,
Ovid, and Lucian; Bronze Age frescoes and Greek vase painting,
funerary reliefs, and other artistic representations; and Egyptian legal
documents.
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James Watt's historically grounded account of Gothic fiction, first
published in 1999, takes issue with received accounts of the genre as a
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stable and continuous tradition. Charting its vicissitudes from Walpole
to Scott, Watt shows the Gothic to have been a heterogeneous body of
fiction, characterized at times by antagonistic relations between various
writers or works. Central to his argument about these works' writing
and reception is a nuanced understanding of their political import:
Walpole's attempt to forge an aristocratic identity, the loyalist
affiliations of many neglected works of the 1790s, a reconsideration of
the subversive reputation of The Monk, and the ways in which
Radcliffean romance proved congenial to conservative critics. Watt
concludes by looking ahead to the fluctuating critical status of Scott
and the Gothic, and examines the process by which the Gothic came to
be defined as a monolithic tradition, in a way that continues to exert a
powerful hold.



