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Kathleen M. Blee's disturbing and provocative look at the hidden world
of organized racism focuses on women, the newest recruiting targets of
racist groups and crucial to their campaign for racial supremacy.
Through personal interviews with women active in the Ku Klux Klan,
neo-Nazi groups, Christian Identity sects, and white power skinhead
gangs across the United States, Blee dispels many misconceptions of
organized racism. Women are seldom pushed into the racist movement
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by any compelling interest, belief, or need, she finds. Most are
educated. Only the rare woman grew up poor. Most were not raised in
abusive families. Most women did not follow men into the world of
organized racism.  Inside Organized Racism offers a fascinating
examination of the submerged social relations and the variety of racist
identities that lie behind the apparent homogeneity of the movement.
Following up her highly praised study of the women in the 1920s Ku
Klux Klan, Blee discovers that many of today's racist women combine
dangerous racist and anti-Semitic agendas with otherwise mainstream
lives. Few of the women she interviews had strong racist or anti-Semitic
views before becoming associated with racist groups. Rather, they
learned a virulent hatred of racial minorities and anti-Semitic
conspiratorial beliefs by being in racist groups. The only national
sample of a broad spectrum of racist activists and the only major work
on women racists, this well-written and important book also sheds
light on how gender relationships shape participation in the movement
as a whole.


