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By examining the contrast between Bolshevik propaganda claims and
social reality, Brovkin explains how Communist representations were
variously received and resisted by workers, peasants, students, women,
teachers and party officials. He presents a picture of cultural diversity
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and rejection of Communist constraints through many means including
unauthorized protest, religion, jazz music and poetry. Brovkin argues
that these trends endangered the Communist Party's monopoly on
political power and argues that the Stalinist revolution can be seen as a
preemptive strike against this independent and


