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The Proud Nightingale covers the many facets of medieval music in the
Netherlands until the year 1600. Eighteen authors discuss songs
ranging from of courtly songs, including minstrels, mystics and Modern
Devots, on the performance and the oral tradition of ancient songs, and
on intertextuality. What is new is the use of ethnological perspective by
a number of the authors. This book is a collection of songs: messages
from loved ones to joyous songs sung by groups at home and in the
pub, or by farmers and servants whilst weeding, mowing and
harvesting. At the same time religious melodies convey their desire for
God or their distaste of the world.
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The framers' classical education and world view -- Classical political
models and the founders -- Constitution-making and ancient history
-- Modern resonances -- The classical constitution.
The framers of the American Constitution were substantially influenced
by ancient history and classical political theory, as exemplified by their
education, the availability of classical readings, and their inculcation in
classical republican values. This volume explores how the framing
generation deployed classical learning to develop many of the essential
structural aspects of the Constitution: federalism, separation of powers,
a bicameral legislature, independent courts, and the war and foreign
relations powers. Also examined are very contemporary constitutional
debates, for which there were classical inspirations, including sovereign
immunity, executive privilege, line-item vetoes, and the electoral
college. Combining techniques of intellectual history, classical studies,
and constitutional interpretation, this book makes a unique
contribution to our understanding of contemporary constitutionalism.
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Introduction : ANC pathways to claiming, consolidating and
regenerating political power -- Aluta continua, from Polokwane to
Mangaung -- The ANC and its pillars of people's power -- Power
through the ballot and the brick -- Participation and power through
co-operation, complicity, co-optation -- Power through elections :
serial declines, but the centre holds -- Floor-crossing and
entrenchment of ANC electoral supremacy -- Subjugation and demise
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The African National Congress is light years beyond the liberation
movement of old. It remains a juggernaut, but its control and
dominance are no longer watertight. The ANC lives the contradictions
of weaknesses, cracks and factions while retaining its colossal status.
As a party-movement it draws on its liberation credentials, and extracts
immense power from its deep anchorage in South Africa's people. It is
immersed in electoral politics that marks the state of its overwhelming
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power cyclically. As government the ANC is the object of protest, but
not protest designed to bring the ruling party to its knees. The ANC is
in command of the state, yet fails to definitively counter the deficits
that make South Africa's democracy seem so diluted. Its incredulous
and thus far trusting supporters condemn but only rarely punish
deployees who do not 'pass through the eye of the needle'. The ANC
and the Regeneration of Political Power unpacks these contradictions. It
focuses on four faces of the ANC's political power - the organisation,
the people, political parties and elections, and policy and government -
and explores how the ANC has acted since 1994 to continuously
regenerate its power.  By 2011-12 the power configurations around the
ANC were converging to a conjuncture holding vexing uncertainties.
This book presents insights into how South African politics - in many
ways synonymous with the politics of the ANC - is likely to unfold in
years and possibly decades to come.


