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In this work of impressive scholarship, Sheldon Pollock explores the
remarkable rise and fall of Sanskrit, India's ancient language, as a
vehicle of poetry and polity. He traces the two great moments of its
transformation: the first around the beginning of the Common Era,
when Sanskrit, long a sacred language, was reinvented as a code for
literary and political expression, the start of an amazing career that saw
Sanskrit literary culture spread from Afghanistan to Java. The second
moment occurred around the beginning of the second millennium,
when local speech forms challenged and eventually replaced Sanskrit in
both the literary and political arenas. Drawing striking parallels,
chronologically as well as structurally, with the rise of Latin literature
and the Roman empire, and with the new vernacular literatures and
nation-states of late-medieval Europe, The Language of the Gods in
the World of Men asks whether these very different histories challenge
current theories of culture and power and suggest new possibilities for
practice.
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Anstatt zu fragen, was Kultur ist, rückt das Buch die Frage nach der
Funktionalität von Kultur in den Mittelpunkt. Die Theorie der
Weltgesellschaft (Luhmann) als Ausgangspunkt macht einen
Perspektivenwechsel im Umgang mit Fragen der Fremdheit in der
globalen Welt notwendig und erweist sich als gewinnbringend für die
Bearbeitung pädagogischer Herausforderungen. Neben
metatheoretischen Überlegungen wird das Thema der Inter-Kultur im
Alltagsdiskurs von Studierenden erforscht. Das Buch zeigt, wie in der
Rekonstruktion der Handlungsorientierung der Studierenden ein
Umgang mit Weltgesellschaft verortet ist.  In pedagogical discourse,
interculturality is often understood as a concept shaped by national
framing. Based on the assumption of a world society by Luhmann, the
author focuses on the question of the functionality of culture, which
proves to be beneficial for dealing with pedagogical challenges. In
addition to meta-theoretical considerations, the topic of inter-culture
is explored in the everyday discourse of students. The book shows how
reality in the world society is situated in the reconstruction of students'
orientation to action.


