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The American Jewish Communist movement played a major role in the
politics of Jewish communities in cities such as Boston, Chicago, Los
Angeles, New York, and Philadelphia, as well as in many other centers,
between the 1920's and the 1950's. Making extensive use of Yiddish-
language books, newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, and other
materials, Dreams of Nationhood traces the ideological and material
support provided to the Jewish Autonomous Region of Birobidzhan,
located in the far east of the Soviet Union, by two American Jewish
Communist-led organizations, the ICOR and the American Birobidzhan
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Committee. By providing a detailed historical examination of the
political work of these two groups, the book makes a substantial
contribution to our understanding of twentieth-century Jewish life in
the United States.
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This book is concerned with the regulation of family relationships,in
particular the issue of openness and contact in the many different
family situations in which it may arise. The shift towards a presumption
of contact, and its articulation within diverse fields of family law and
practice raises a whole series of questions which this book seeks to
explore. For example: Why has the contact presumption emerged? What
is meant by contact, and with whom. What is the value and purpose of
it? What makes it work or not work? What is the role of law and other
forms of external intervention in promoting, regulating or facilitating
contact and to what extent should 'familial' relationships be subject to
state regulation? More broadly, what can we infer about current
conceptualisations of family, parenting (and the relative importance of
social and biological parenthood) and childhood from policy and
practice towards contact? These and other questions were explored in a
series of seminars organised by the Cambridge Socio-Legal Group in
2002. The book is the product of these seminars. Andrew Bainham,
Belinda Brooks-Gordon, Ann Buchanan, Shelley Day Sclater, Judy Dunn,
John Eekelaar, Bob Geldof, Jonathan Herring, Claire Hughes, Joan Hunt,
Adrian James, Julie Jessop, Felicity Kaganas, Bridget Lindley, Mavis
Maclean, Joanna Miles, Katrin Mueller-Johnson, Elsbeth Neil, Jan Pryor,
Martin Richards, Bob Simpson, Donna Smith, Liz Trinder


