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Exploring the origins and development of the Syrian identity, during the
18th and 19th centuries, through the role of Christian Arab
intellectuals and merchants, Ottomans and American missionaries, this
volume examines its background, stages of evolution, and
components. It shows that the contribution of these Christian Arabs,
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despite their relatively small number, lies in the processes they set in
motion, being the first to promote territorial concepts along with a
secular interpretation of Arab culture. This Syrian identity constitutes
an innovative case study in the broader discipline of proto-national
identity and the study of the development of local identities in Middle
Eastern countries. It is also a vital basis for research of 20th century
Syrian nationalism.


